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history affect the imagination like the great achievements in art. The workshop is flung open ; we seem to witness the very operation of Fate ; the Norns are weaving the destinies of men.
This causa caitsans is not England. England is passive. The active agent is Prussia. Stage by stage from the days of the Great Elector Prussia has risen, guarding each advance with a Roman precision and care. Under her first two kings, Frederick I and Frederick William I, as under the Gieat Elector, Prussia is admirable in her self-restraint. Her aim is to secure the territory extorted from the Swedes at Fehrbcllin and to organize the new kingdom. She does not as yet even come forward as Austria's antagonist, despite ultra-Habsburg treachery, ultra-Habsburg insolence.
Prussia strikes when her hour strikes, and in 1740, with the accession of Frederick the Great, that hour does strike; and for the next twenty-three years Prussia appears as the great rebel-State, asserting herself triumphantly, measuring herself in battle after battle against Austria and Austria's allies. All Europe cannot break her spirit or the spirit of her king.
It is one of the lofty and exhilarating heroisms of world-history, tins conflict of reality against empty formalism ; of the substance of Frederick's military State against that phantom, the Army of the Empire ; of right and strength against boastful weakness parading as power, unrighteous privilege decking itself with the sanctity of history and right.1
1 ** His statecraft bears on its face the stamp of his own kingly